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Performance Notes 
 

-The beginning of the first movement requires the saxophonist to depress 
right-hand keys to create a muted effect on the instrument. This will 
naturally detune such pitches. The performer should also use side fingerings 
where possible in this section. Thus, side D and ‘biss’ B-flat is preferred (see 
fingering chart on the next page). While the performer should aim to be near 
¼ tone flat, the ‘shelled’ timbre is of greater importance than the exact 
intonation of these pitches. 
 
-The top of page three (four before reh. ‘B’) requires the saxophonist to utilize 
a multiphonic glissando. The fingering calls for a low D, with the left-hand B-
flat key depressed (see next page). To play such a gliss, begin by fingering a 
low D. In adding the left-hand B-flat key, continue to ‘sound’ the low D. Next, 
increase the airflow and lift the embouchure in the same manner used to 
produce altissimo pitches. The resultant sound is an upward multiphonic 
smear that arrives on a high B-flat (which is the fourth partial of low B-flat). 
While higher notes are possible on this fingering, the high B-flat speaks 
naturally and is relatively easy to produce. It may be helpful to experiment 
with alternate fingerings to create a smooth glissando. 
 
-Square fermatas should be half the duration of round fermatas. 
 
      = A slight pause for a breath or cadence. 
 
-Most non-metered (‘X’) sections have an approximate duration listed above 
the passage. Non-metered sections that do not have a duration listed are open 
to greater rubato, although a metronome marking will be provided to suggest 
proper pace. 
 
-In non-metered (‘X’) sections, accidentals apply only to the note they 
immediately precede, unless the same pitch is repeated. The only exception 
to this rule is marked in the score at the beginning of mvmt II (Saxophone) 
and at reh. C of mvmt II (Piano). In metered sections, accidentals carry 
through the measure as they normally would. 
 
-The score is transposed. 
 
-Duration is approximately fifteen minutes. 
 
-This work originated in late 2009 and was completed in the spring of 2010. It 
was written for Sean Patayanikorn and Andres Carrizo. The work is 
dedicated to the thirty-six Chicago Public School children who lost their lives 
to gun violence during the 2008-2009 school year. That number is the highest 
youth homicide rate in the United States. 
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Pertinent Saxophone Fingerings 
 

 Side D   ‘Biss’ B-flat            Multiphonic B-flat 
(with RH depressed)      (with RH depressed)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Long C-Sharp         Long C 
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(Side Fingerings with RH 4-5-6 depressed)
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